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Abstract 

Education, which involves a teacher who transmits knowledge, a leaner who 
receives knowledge transmitted and knowledge which is transmitted, is not 
sought for its own purpose as an end but as a means to an end. Many leaders 
today who claim to be politicians do not have knowledge of politics and this 
accounts for the deplorable state of affairs in the country today. Plato, in The 
Republic, advocates for political education for leaders so that they can 
tackle the challenges of governing a state. Through a critical analysis, this 
paper recommends that the members of the Executive and the Legislature be 
trained in the act of governance just as the members of the Judiciary are 
trained in the dispensation of justice. 

 
The word education, etymologically, comes from the Latin word educare, which means to 

form or to train. The Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of English Language defines Education 
as “a process of teaching, training and learning especially in schools or colleges, to improve 
knowledge and develop skills”. 

Ducasse (1985) defined education as: 
The acquisition of knowledge and skills through instruction, training and indoctrination. 
Knowledge and skills are passed onto intending users through Instruction, which is a detailed 
information on how to do or use something; through Training, which is the process of 
learning skills that one needs to do a job; and through Indoctrination, which is the process of 
making someone accept a particular belief or set of beliefs which does not allow them to 
consider any others.    
    
Education guides a person to learn the culture and mould the behavior in the ways of the adult 

towards eventual role in the society. It is the transmission of the values and accumulated knowledge 
of a society. (Encyclopedia Britannica, vol. 10, 1975).  
Durkheim (1956), a famous sociologist, defined education as:   
A systematic socialization of the younger generation by which they learn religious and moral beliefs, 
feelings of nationality and collective opinions of all kinds in other words, education serves to integrate 
the individual into the wider community in which he or she is born.  
 

For Durkheim, education means the development in the child of certain values and certain 
intellectual and physical skills which are demanded of him by both the political society as a whole and 
the special milieu for which he is specially destined.  

O’Connor (1957) sees education as a process by which  knowledge is passed on  from one 
generation to another what has been learned and achieved by previous generation.  

Education involves the teacher, who transmits the knowledge, the learner, who receives 
knowledge, and the knowledge itself(subject matter) that is being transmitted within an environment 
(institution) and methods of  transmission (how it is being transmitted). Peters (1966), puts forward 
three criteria for any process to be known as education. They are: 
i.  Education implies the transmission of what is worthwhile to those who become committed to 

it; 
ii.  Education must involve knowledge, an understanding and some sort of “cognitive 

perspective” which is not inert;  
iii.  Education, at least, rules out some procedures of transmission on the ground that such 

procedures lack wittingness and voluntariness on the part of the learner. 
The summary of Peter’s criteria is that education must involve the transmission of what is 

valuable, what can be understood, what can be used and the involvement of appropriates methods for 
the transmission of such knowledge from one generation to another. 
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The summary of it all is that through education, one acquires new ideas, knowledge, facts 
skills abilities, attitude, habits necessary to live a good and satisfactory life style in the society that 
one lives in. (Igbafe & Ozara, 2011). It is also a fact that from the above, education is not an end in 
itself, but a means to and end. 

 
An educated person must have some body of knowledge or corpus or some plan to raise this 

body of knowledge above a collection of disjointed facts. This means that education should be geared 
toward mastering skills. It is a means to an end. Students in a particular department in a higher 
institution of learning, study to acquire skills relevant for the practice of some particular jobs which 
have been acquired in training. For this reason, a medical student will acquires skills to practice 
medicine; a marketer will acquire skills to practice the act of marketing and a politician will acquire 
skills to practice politics. 
 
Types of Education 
Formal Education 

Formal education refers to all processes involved in training one to be beneficial to oneself 
and to the society. This has a structured curriculum for different levels in the acquisition of knowledge 
over the years. In Nigeria, this involves a structured curriculum of six years in Primary School, six 
years in post-primary school and a minimum of four years in tertiary institution (6-3-3-4 system of 
education). It is through formal education that professionals such as doctors, bankers, teachers, nurses 
etc are trained. (Igbafe & Ozara, 2011).  
 
Informal Education 

Informal education is one that teaches or trains one from birth through the socialization 
process within the society without a definite curriculum. It makes one to fit into the society as one 
grows up within the family, among friends and neighbours. The learner is taught how to behave and 
relate with others. For example a child is taught how to talk, eat, use conveniences, address elders and 
all that it needs to learn through instruction, advice, punishment and rewards. There is no structured 
way of doing this; it takes place as the child grows depending on the age, the sex and the environment 
of birth. The role of a female is different from that of a male. So each will learn certain roles from the 
parent who is a member of the same sex. For example, a boy will learn masculine roles at home from 
the father, such as the assumption of fatherly functions; while a girl will learn feminine roles at home 
from the mother, such as the cooking, cleaning the house, taking care of the young ones etc. some 
other roles are learnt from peer groups. (Igbafe & Ozara, 2011). 
 
Non-Formal Education 

For Ugwu and Alu (1999), “non-formal education is education acquired in organized learning 
experience outside the regular school system”. Non-formal education is normally acquired to serve 
specific needs. It can take the form of learning the skills in a trade through apprenticeship. Fore 
example, one can learn the skills of carpentry, barbing, laundry, welding, wood-carving etc through 
apprenticeship. This is done by observing the master, memorizing the steps and imitating the master 
in reproducing such skills. Many persons have learnt how to operate machines, tractors and earth-
moving machines through non-formal education. 
 
Objectives of Nigerian Education  

The National Policy on education (1981) states the objectives of the Nigerian Education as 
follows:    
i)  To inculcate national consciousness and unity; 
ii)  To inculcate the right type of values for the survival of the individual and the Nigerian 

society; 
iii)  To train the mind in the understanding of the world around; 
iv)  To acquire appropriate skills, abilities and mental and physical competencies as equipment for 

the individual to live in and contribute to the development of the society.    
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Based on the aforementioned objectives and through a critical analysis, this paper seeks to 
recommend a re-engineering of political education in Nigeria using Plato’s educational philosophy as 
a model or tool. 
 
Plato’s Educational Philosophy  

Plato’s educational philosophy was grounded in his vision of the ideal Republic, wherein the 
individual was best served by being subordinated to a just society. He advocated removing children 
from their mother’s care and raising them as wards of the state, with great care being taken to 
differentiate children suitable to the various castes, the highest receiving the most education, so that 
they could act as guardians of the city and care for the less able. Education would be holistic, 
including facts, skills, physical discipline, and music and art, which he considered the highest form of 
endeavor. 

 
Plato’s philosophical views has many societal implications, especially on the idea of an ideal 

state or government. Plato, through the words of Socrates, asserted that societies have a tripartite class 
structure corresponding to the appetite/spirit/reason structure of the individual soul. The 
appetite/spirit/reason stand for different parts of the body. The body parts symbolize the castes of 
society. 
 The Artisans or workers or Body (soma) or the Productive This represents the abdomen – 

the labourers, carpenters, plumber, masons, merchants, farmers, ranchers, etc. These  
correspond to the “appetite” part of the soul. They are subject to the rulers and soldiers. They 
can own wealth and family.  

 The Soldiers or the Protective or the Spirit Guided or Warriors or Guardian This 
represents the chest – those who are adventurous, strong and brave; in the armed forces. 
These correspond to the “spirit” part of the soul. They have peculiar aptitudes or virtues such 
as courage and fortitudes which they use to keep order and control the workers. They are 
subject to the educated rulers and they are not to have properties or wealth.  

 The Rulers or Governors or Philosopher Kings This represents the head – those who are 
intelligent, rational, self-controlled, in love with wisdom, well suited to make decisions for 
the community. These correspond to the “reason” part of the soul and are very few. They are 
lovers of knowledge, wisdom and truth. Plato calls them “The Philosopher Kings”. They 
should have no property; they should not marry and should not have families. (Republic 
473bc). 

 
According to this model, Plato says reason and wisdom should govern. As Plato puts it: 

Until philosophers rule as Kings or those who are now called kings and leading men genuinely and 
adequately philosophies, that is, until political power and philosophy either one exclusively are 
forcibly prevented from doing so, cities will have no rest from evils,… nor, I think, will the human 
race. (Republic 473bc)  
 

Plato describes these “Philosopher Kings” as “those who love the sight of truth” (Republic, 
473Bc) and supports the idea with the analogy of a captain and his ship or a doctor and his medicine. 
According to him, sailing and health are not things that everyone is qualified to practice by nature.  

A large part of the Republic then addresses how the educational system should be set up to 
produce these philosopher kings. Plato was the first to divide education into the formal levels which 
we now commonly use, to assign to them appropriate ages and curricular content. This curriculum is 
to take care of the education of the best rulers for the state. For Plato, elementary education is not 
sufficient of itself to produce the perfect ruler. Plato divided education into different levels.  
a)      The Early Education This is nursery and kindergarten and must be compulsory for    

children for the age of three to six. At this level, the children are mainly engaged in play.  
b)  Elementary Education This is the level in which children engage in games, sports, reading 

and story telling and is for children between the ages of seven and ten.  

Plato’s Educational Philosophy: A Tool for Re-engineering Political Education for Productivity in Nigeria 



85 
 

c)  Secondary Education Secondary education is for children of the ages between eleven and 
seventeen. At this level, the children are involved in gymnastics, music, literature and 
mathematics.  

d)  Military Education Military education is recommended for youths of between seventeen 
and twenty years of age. At this level, education is no longer compulsory for every citizen but 
for those who are being prepared to guard and rule the state.   

e) Higher Education From among the youths, selection is made for higher education in 
Mathematics and Dialectics, Geometry, Astronomy and Harmonics at the age of twenty and 
lasts for ten years. At the age of thirty, another selection is made to study Dialectics, 
Metaphysics, Logic and Philosophy for another five years, and finally, at the age of thirty-five 
to fifty years of age, the philosopher kings or ruler are selected and trained to rule the state in 
line with the principles of justices, harmony and goodness after accepting junior position in 
the Army for fifteen years. 

 
In summary, Plato’s educational philosophy has the following tenets: 

i)  The principle of division of labour, which many nations have adopted in planning for last 
economic development. He asserts: 
A state comes into existence because no individual is self-sufficing; we all have many 
needs…if the farmer is to have a good plough and spade and other tools, he will not make 
them himself. No more will the builder and weaver and shoemaker make all the many 
implements they need. So, quite a number of carpenters and smiths and other craftsmen must 
be enlisted (Republic 473Bc)    

ii)  That education is a powerful instrument for the reconstruction of the state and for social, 
political and economic development; and  

iii) The policy of guidance and counseling for deciding areas of excellence of the child. (Ebo, 
1990)  

 
Plato’s Educational Philosophy: A Model for Re-Engineering Political Education in Nigeria.  

Plato believed that talent was distributed non-genetically and thus, must be found in children 
born in any social class. He builds on this by insisting that those suitably gifted are to be trained by 
the state so that they may be qualified to assume the role of the ruling class. What this establishes is 
essentially a system of selective public education premised on the assumption that an educated 
minority of the population are, by virtue of their education (and inborn educability), sufficient for 
healthy governance. For Plato, it is not every citizen that has the capability to rule. For him, some 
have a propensity which is inborn and can be developed. He is also of the opinion that those who 
should rule should have a specific curriculum which must start at an age of thirty-five years and 
should be after elementary and military education. The view of Plato finds part expression in the 1999 
Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Chapter VI, Part II, Section 177 states thus: 

‘A person shall be qualified for election to the office of governor of a state if – (a) he is a 
citizen of Nigeria by birth; (b) he has attained the age of thirty-five years; (c) he is a member 
of a political party and is sponsored by that political party; and (d) he has been educated up 
to at least school Certificate level or its equivalent.  
 
From the above provision of the Nigeria Constitution, those who intend to contest for such 

political position should have at least, secondary education, which for Plato, is not enough for those in 
the ruling class to have as a qualification for governing. Instead of attending a place of learning to 
acquire knowledge in politics, they assume political offices without any knowledge of governance and 
worse still, learn on the job. This accounts for the making of misplaced policies and the 
implementation of such policies to the detriment of the citizenry. At the age of thirty-five, many 
political office holders learn on the job, thereby causing a lot of havoc in the nation’s political psyche.  

 
A curriculum should be drawn to encompass various dimensions of governing in higher 

institutions of learning for those who intend to aspire to political offices in Nigeria. This will certainly 
furnish the aspirants with basic knowledge of the intricacies involved in governance. The members of 
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the Executive at various levels are bereft of facts about governance and the members of the legislation 
are not left out this maze of confusion in the making of laws.  

In many countries of the world, only the members of the judicial arm of government receive 
training that makes them fit to dispense justice appropriately. The government should ensure through 
legislation, that those who aspire to political positions must acquire political education based on a 
curriculum in higher institutions. This will encourage or re-engineer Political Education in Nigeria for 
productivity. In 1870, Japan changed the aim of her education. The content of Japanese education is 
now technological, and today she is one of the world-ranking economic power. (Schofield, 1972).  

 
Plato prescribed a life of no wealth for rulers. For him, the acquisition of private properties or 

wealth leads to lack of commitment on the part of the ruler as the ruler focuses more on such 
acquisition and their uses than the job of governing. For him, the rulers should be concerned with the 
well-being of the entire citizenry rather the accumulation of wealth by a selected few. This view of 
Plato also finds part expression in the 1999 Constitution of the Federal Republic of Nigeria. Section 
11(1) of the part 1 of the fifth schedule states. 

Subject to the provision of this constitution, every public officer shall within three months 
after... taking office...submit to the Code of Conduct Bureau a written declaration of his 
properties assets and liabilities and those of his unmarried children under the ages of eighteen 
years.  
 
This is to ensure unnecessary accumulation of wealth to the detriment of the entire citizenry 

been led. How effective and committed is this bureau is discharging its duty in Nigeria? Nigerian 
public officer holder’s stash out large sums of money in foreign bank accounts that cannot be 
accessed and some officers steal public funds and stash such in bank accounts using the names of 
family members. Building a sound moral character by rulers can help cushion this acts as prescribed 
by Plato.  
 
Conclusion  

Plato insists that those who must rule must have proper education. He called those who are 
educated, Philosophers and he said that Philosophers must be Kings that is, should be rulers and 
Kings should be Philosophers, that is educated. It is the recommendation of this paper that a 
curriculum be introduced into the tertiary institutions and aspiring political public office holders 
should compulsorily acquire such education in order to govern well.   
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